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January 12, 1990
COW CHIPS FLY DURING UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA 
FORESTERS’ BALL FESTIVITIES
By Carol Susan Woodruff 
UM News and Publications
Unsuspecting visitors at the University of Montana will see 
some strange sights beginning Jan. 16: deans tossing cow chips
and students hurling axes and empty beer kegs and feverishly 
attacking logs with crosscut saws.
Such seemingly bizarre behavior has a simple explanation.
The university is gearing up for its biggest bash of the year -- 
the Foresters’ Ball -- with a number of, to say the least, 
unusual competitions. The ball itself, a 73-year-old campus 
tradition organized by forestry students, will take place Jan. 19 
and 20 in what for years was known as the Old Men’s Gym.
The annual event draws a total of about 2,600 students, 
locals and alumni from as far away as the East Coast, says 
student organizer John Walters. He hopes that Bertha, the 
forestry school's more than 50-year-old moosehead mascot, will 
also attend. At the moment, following tradition, she's being 
held for ransom by a student group across campus. The usual 
payoff is a case of Moosehead beer and a few complimentary ball 
tickets.
Specially transformed for the ball, the gym will house a 
number of slightly used Christmas trees and a rustic, wood-hewn
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jail, general store, chow hall and soft-drink bar. Food and 
drink can be had for the price of a kiss. Another attraction 
will be a church, run jointly by forestry and law school 
students, in which people can get "married" for 50 cents and 
"divorced" for $1.
Music will be provided by a Moscow, Idaho, group called -- 
what else? -- Western Justice.
In addition, a handful of self-nominated students will vie 
for the title of Foresters’ Ball queen. They're judged on 
participation in the ball, not on beauty.
Proceeds from the ball fund scholarships for students who 
have worked 80 hours on the ball and put in eight hours on the 
cleanup squad. The squad goes into action as revelers exit the 
gym around 1 a.m. Jan. 21.
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